Mapping the Structure
of Native Sovereignty

Understanding the architecture
of constraint in Indian Country.

A lot of people can see the damage. Fewer are
taught to see the structure that keeps producing it.
Understanding the structure is the first step
toward changing it.
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POST 1/9 Where Sovereignty Comes From

It begins with the people, not federal permission.

\

Not paperwork. The rest is
Not recognition. constraint,
Not outside approval. not source.

Decision-Making



POST 2/9
Sovereignty in a Cage

Recognition means little when power is constantly constrained.

Narrowed:
Jurisdictianal limits.
N
Overridden: l,' Ko Delayed:
Second-guessed — Infrastructure and
authority. development decisions.

Reviewed:
Outside system
approvals.

Native nations are treated as governments, but basic decisions about land, safety, and infrastructure somewhere else.
Governing inside a cage is still governing under pressure. That is hot a technicality. That is the structure.



POST 3/9
Fragmented Land, Fragmented Power

Break the land apart, and authority thins with it.

Reservation homelands are often broken into mixed land statuses. This
fragmentation routes decisions around a Nation's own recognized
pathways of authorization.

— Housing becomes harder. Infrastructure becomes slower. —

Tribal
Decision

%

__ Jurisdiction Economic development |
becomes murkier. becomes more expensive.



Poverty by Design

What was built through policy should not be called natural.

THE MYTH THE RULES (THE STRUCTURE)

- Indian Country is poor as a natural - Land Loss & Extraction: Systems
condition. designed to keep wealth flowing
outward.
- Native nations are simply not - Access to Capital: External rules

developing fast enough. dictating who can hold land and set
development terms.
Underbuilt Infrastructure: Native
communities forced to absorb the
loss.

Economic stability is one of the first tests of whether sovereignty is real
or just a word. Those rules were not neutral. They were choices.



POST 5/9

When Permission Replaces Authority

Dependency becomes control when approval starts acting like law.

Sovereignty thins through a slow accumulation of outside conditions. Each condition may look
reasonable on its own, but together, they shift the practical ability to decide to external funding
offices and regulatory agencies.

True Authority

Tribal Direct
Government Action

The Real Constitution

Dependency

= I I
Tribal Outside g Su“'fg'igg e
Government Permit Approval | Action :




POST 6/9

When the Inside Stops Working

The form can remain while correction quietly disappears.

Capture is one of the quietest ways sovereignty erodes. A governing body remains formally in place with offices and
titles, but the ability to challenge a decision or hold leadership accountable is unavailable in practice.

Governing Body

When dissent is punished
— and appeals go nowhere,

the form is preserved, but
the substance is gone.

Correction Route Decision Made

(Appeals/Dissent)



POST 7/9

History Does Not
Stay in the Past

The past is not past when harm is still organized.

History lives in families, in grief, and in disrupted continuity.

When you break the conditions of a peaple’s life across
generations, the consequences move forward in time.

Removal Genocide Land Boarding
Theft Schools

lllIness

Trauma

Housing
Instability

These are
not isolated
personal
failures.
They are
patterned
harms.



POST 8/9

When the Law Does Not Keep You Safe

A system that controls you should also protect you.

Public safety is a foundational governing test. Yet, a brutal contradiction exists: a structure that fragmented tribal authority and
underfunded courts creates a gap where serious harm occurs. Anti-violence is not rhetoric; it is a governing test.
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POST 9/9

The Land, the Infrastructure, and the Future

Sovereignty has to live in roads, water, homes, and systems.

For Native peoples, land is relation, memory, and law. A people cannot carry their authority into effect if the
ground beneath them is unstable. Infrastructure is one of the places sovereignty either holds or gives way.

Sovereignty & Law

~ Roads & Homes

7

Land Health



THE STRUCTURE OF SOVEREIGNTY
Damage should not be stripped from its cause.

Legal Territorial
Constraint \ / Fragmentation

|
I
I
|

Economic |

|
|
[
i
|
l . ‘
o ~idm 1 Institutional
Pressure \ 71 Dependency
|
|
|
|
x
|
[
|
|
|
|
Internal
Capture

I r
\ Environmental

MAPPING THE STRUCTURE « GREEN EDITION Vulnerability




